CHAPTER XXVII
ON NATIVE ART
RING present at a musical festival at Stinchcombe, where village choirs sang with great zest and enjoyment, com-peting for the holding of banners and cups, I wondered towards whether there remained among the villages any talent for wive' setting a song to music. I had heard often that Gloucester- culture shire was regarded as a musical country; and being called on to speak I offered to provide a cup for a poem by Masefield orDavies,
It was disappointing to learn the following year there had been no response. Nothing remains of folk art in England; it lingered in Germany,,Russia and Eastern Europe and has died with the century, One must travel as far as Bali, it appears, to find a live folk art. Now an influx of tourists is likely to smother it,
I have already referred to Marshal Lyautey's care for the Moroccan craftsmen, The responsibility for good government with us does not, it appears, extend to -the area of native culture,
During my time at the Board of Education I helped to select men for posts as art masters in the British dependencies and was depressed by the quality of the candidates, mostly men who could find no work at home. If local traditions are allowed to decay, at least the worthier elements of European culture sliould.be substituted, and not the vulgar ones; that should be a part of our responsibilities in administering the affairs of other races, Able and inspiring men should be chosen to go out to Africa and elsewhere, who should be 255